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                  WARNING FOR ALL DOG OWNERS -   Re Childrens Toys for Dogs.         

Last night at an agility class, a vet, who is a fellow agility student was telling us about a case she 

had this week. The dog ate a child's teddy bear and was very sick. When she opened the dog up to 

remove what she thought was an intestinal obstruction she found a huge gelatin type mess inside 

and the dogs intestines were black and the tissue dead. The dog will die, no surgery can fix him, 

there was no living intestine left from  stomach to colon. This was not an obstruction so she called 

the manufacturer of the Teddy Bear on a quest to find out what the gel was and what killed the 

dog. It turned out to be the stuffing in children's toys containing ingredients for flame retardants 

and mite control!    It is designed to become a gel. It is highly toxic.                                                                                     

Now you would think a child's toy would be safe because it is for children, but they don't expect a 

child to eat the stuffing of the toys... that seems a bit scary too. But we all know dogs demolish 

stuffed toys.  

So do not give or buy your dog any children's stuffed animals. The vet will be posting a warning and 

story. Maybe some children's toys do not have this ingredient, but better to be safe than sorry. So 

meanwhile, make sure all your dog toys are for dogs.  

This information was passed around on an e-mail and as it sounded genuine and scary it was a 

warning we should all be aware of.  

Dog AID Notices and Information  

                            A New Patron  

 We are pleased to announce that Vet and TV presenter Steve Leonard has 

agreed to become a patron for Dog A.I.D . He has a special interest in the  

relationship between dogs and humans ...........  

óô 

 

ó Dogs and humans are ideal companions with a history that goes back      

thousands of years. This relationship is so much deeper than we realise and 

benefits both parties in so many ways. With a little training dogs can provide 

support and care that cannot be rivalled and they will do it  with a dedication 

and willingness that is rooted in the amazing devotion that exists between 

them and their owners.ôô     Steve Leonard BVSc  MRCVS 

Do you still own a video player?   We have several videos for sale at a greatly reduced price. 

Turid Rugaas Calming Signals: What your Dog Tells You. £5.00 plus £1.50 p&p. send your cheque 

to Sandra Fraser, Wyches, Little Worthen Shrewsbury SY5 9HL. 

This excellent video is great for trainers and clients alike, well worth watching  

Website Web Shop Reminder  

Donôt forget to use the Dog A.I.D. Website Web Shop if you are buying on line. This is a collection of online 

retailers that give us commission on most items purchased. We get on average £2 for each transaction. The 

money comes from the shop so it costs you no extra. Every penny counts for Dog A.I.D.!!  
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 Page 3 Girl  Sophie  

This is my lovely rescue Black GSD, Sophie, now 7 years old. We 

have learnt so much together in the 6 years she has been with 

me. It was a very difficult beginning; having to keep her separate 

from my other older dog for the first 6 months, not getting her 

reliably toilet trained until she was nearly 2 years old, wanting to 

chase anything that moved faster than 10mph. and was closer 

than about 500 yards. I am not sure who was stressed the most, 

but we eventually learnt to relax together even if it did take 3 

years getting there. We now have a mutual understanding and 

trust of each other, and have both gained a more rewarding 

quality of life as a result.  

If I were to pick out a natural flair that has developed, she has 

become the most superb óguard dogô in the nicest of ways. De-

pending upon who is arriving, be it by car or on foot and way be-

fore I know anyone is there, she picks up the favourite toy that 

the visitor will like to play with and goes to either the back door or the front depending upon the 

way they will come in. She ignores all other regular activity in the street, but soon lets me know if 

my attention is needed.  David Marter Trainer. 

 Dog A.I.D.Workshop  

September 11th&12th 2010  

At The Kennel Club Building Stoneleigh Park Nr Coventry CV8 2LJ  

         

                                                                                   

         

 How do you do that  ?  

A look at alternative training methods.  

Full programme to be advised. Possible guest speaker/trainer. 

Contact Sandra Fraser on e-mail clanfraser33@hotmail.com phone 01743 891314. 

    

Notification is hereby given of the Dog A.I.D. Annual General Meeting at 

4pm on September 11th 2010 at The Kennel Club Building, Stoneleigh 

Park, Nr Coventry, Warwickshire. CV8 2LJ  

Clients requests    If any client wishes to address a particular training issue we will work on this to 

the benefit of all attending. Please let us know in advance so that we can prepare. Any training ex-

ercise considered. 

Training for Dog AID clients and trainers is free. Non Dog A.I.D. Members are welcome at the cost 

of £30 per workshop day.  
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Dog AID Workshop ï April 2010  by  trainers Joyce Jones and Paula Lancaster  

After a tortuous 4½ hour journey (oh the joys of the great British roadworks!!) from south Hamp-
shire on Friday we arrived at our hotel very tired and as new trainees, not knowing what to expect 
over the forthcoming weekend.  

However from the moment we arrived at the venue on Saturday morning we were made to feel 
welcome and our apprehension was very soon replaced by appreciation, both of the Dog AID team 
and clients alike. 

We had arrived expecting to be ñobserversò but we soon realised this was not to be the case as 
Sandra quickly paired us up with clients and put us to work.  

We were very impressed by the calm behaviour of the dogs and the dedication and enthusiasm of 
their owners. 

As ñnew trainersò we knew we had a lot to learn, despite our experience 
in other types of training, and this was indeed the case but thanks to 
Sandraôs patience and attention to detail we came away with a lot more 
knowledge than we arrived with.  

It was wonderful seeing the more experi-
enced Wolfie working with Mandy but 
equally rewarding to watch new -comer   
Michael working with Rocky. 

Mid-morning coffee and biscuits came as a welcome break but lunch 
was a real surprise and we cannot say a big enough thank you and 
congratulations to those providing such a superb spread. 

By mid-afternoon we were all even more ready for a break as everyone 
was beginning to flag and the arrival of tea and cakes was more than welcome.  

On Sunday we arrived ready to start again, albeit in a smaller hall and sadly a couple of clients 
missing as they had found one day as much as they could cope with. 

At the end of the morning we were able to move back into the large hall (it being unavailable to us 
earlier as it was being used by a church group) where we were once again treated to an excellent 
lunch. 

By now we were beginning to be able to put names to faces and were starting to feel part of the 
ñteamò and felt at ease chatting to trainers and clients alike. 

During the afternoon the clients and their dogs took part in a Rally óOô 
set-up very ably presided over by Angela, which everyone, clients, dogs 
and trainers all thoroughly enjoyed.  

It really was great fun but by the end of the 
day everyone was pretty worn out and as 
much as we had all enjoyed our weekend, 
were more than ready to say our goodbyes 
and head for home. 

Our thanks to everyone for making us so welcome and we look forward 
to meeting up with you all again soon.  

Joyce Jones & Paula Lancaster 
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Dog Aid Workshop2010 by client Alison Tompsett  

Millie (my wonderful black Lab) and I have been clients of Dog Aid for just over a year and so far 

hadnôt been able to make it to one of the Workshops, so this year we made sure we would go. I 

was nervous as we hadnôt been before and I didnôt know how Millie would behave in a room with a 

lot of other dogs; she is fine in the park, but a room?? On top of that it was to be her first stay in a 

hotel.  

So, Friday morning dawned and with our car fully loaded for what seemed óall eventualitiesô, Derek 

(my husband) and I headed to Staffordshire. As the journey took so long we decided on arrival at 

the hotel to unpack our car then head up to Cannock Chase so Millie could have a good run around. 

We then went to dinner leaving Millie in her crate in our room, so far so good.  

Saturday morning we woke to a beautiful sunny day. Whilst having breakfast we met Mandy and 

her dog Wolfie who was behaving impeccably in the Restaurant, so I asked him to give Millie some 

tips! 

On arrival at the workshop we had coffee and introduced ourselves to the other clients and trainers 

whilst the dogs waited in the cars. Then a lot of toys were put on the floor and the dogs were intro-

duced into the hall one at a time. On entering the hall Millie ignored the toys and managed to walk 

across the floor on her claws like she was a first time ice skater, needless to say she hates slippery 

floors! The dogs then all came in and were introduced to each other, each and everyone behaved 

beautifully. The sessions of the day then started with recall and down at a distance. All the dogs did 

really well with Rocky giving a great demonstration. By the end of the first session Millie seemed to 

have forgotten about the óice skatingô and was comfortably walking about, thank goodness. 

During lunch the dogs rested in the cars which gave us all time to chat to 

each other and share stories of our training, friendships were already be-

ginning to form. The afternoon was started with óone to oneô retrieval 

work, which Millie had no problem doing and at times was a little too en-

thusiastic, picking up everything she could get into her mouth. The day 

then finished with different activities which was based on what each cli-

ent needed extra help with. By the end of the last session several dogs 

were yawning along with their owners. We all left to have a rest before 

some of us meet up for dinner. A lovely evening was had with lots of 

laughter and stories told.  

Sunday sessions began with a review of Saturdayôs exercises and then went 

onto ógreetingô. First a demonstration was given by Sandra with Millie; be-

ing a lab she needed little encouragement to greet anybody with food! 

Then the trainers went around the room greeting each dog, this was great 

for Millie as she loves to meet people and can be very excitable.  

After lunch Angela introduced us to Rally ôOô which is a competitive sport. 

She made a circuit around the hall with instructions on cards in various 

places. The owners had to take the dogs around the circuit following the instructions i.e. Turn right, 

sit, sit then stand  and weave through cones. At this point Millie decided to start her ice skating rou-

tine again which made it difficult, however she made the circuit twice,  ówell done Millieô.  
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The day ended and we sat and chatted for a while exchanging email addresses 

and phone numbers. So would we attend another workshop? ... Most defi-

nitely, not only did it help us to see how far Millie 

had progressed in her training, it showed us how 

much more she can do. We got a lot of tips and 

ideas from other trainers and made a lot of new 

friends. More importantly it helped us all to secure 

an even stronger bond with our special dogs. Thank you to all the train-

ers for their hard work in putting the workshop together and a special 

thank you to those who fed us with lots of delicious food.  

 Rally is Here!   By  Angela Woodhouse                                                                                                            

Good News for Anyone with a Dog 

Rally O is a canine sport just introduced from the USA by the APDT.UK.                                        

It is so new that it is not yet recognised by the Kennel Club.  

The competitor follows a numbered course (as in agility) and each number has a different exercise, 

such as halt and sit your dog, recall your dog and bring it to heel, or 

down your dog and go round it. The exercises become more de-

m a n d i n g  a s  y o u  m o v e  u p  t h e  l e v e l s .                                                                                                                                                                                                                

You are allowed to speak to and encourage your dog as much as you 

like, and can give your dog a hand signal as well as a verbal com-

mand. In the stationary exercises you are allowed to touch your dog    

before moving on. 

In level one all the work is completed on lead (except for the Bonus exercise); the lead must always 

be loose and the dogôs position must be consistent which means that  if you need your dog to work 

a little bit wide or forward it will not be penalised.  

There are three levels, and you qualify to move up a level by gaining at least 170 marks out of 200 

on three separate occasions. 

In order to start Rally you need to have a dog which will walk on a loose lead, will sit, down, stand, 

do a basic recall and finish to heel position. 

It is an exciting sport which is open to all people and dogs, including those with disabilities. It en-

courages teamwork between dog and handler and there is a good variety of exercises which I think 

keeps up the interest for both.  

I think it is a great opportunity for DogAID clients to have some fun  

and show the world what great relationships you have with your dogs, 

whether they are Assistance Dogs or not. Our training covers most of 

the requirements for level 1 at least.  

We did a ótasterô session at our workshop in April, (see photos) and in 

spite of everyone being really tired after a very busy weekendôs training, 

it went well and I thought that the standard was high.  

For those interested, the APDT website has a section on Rally with updates on competitions, semi-

nars and training sessions:www.apdt.co.uk. 
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                                                   Jayne Harvey  

We are very sorry to announce that Jayne Harvey has stepped down from 

the Committee. We would like to thank her for her time and commitment 

to Dog A.I.D. during the past 4 Years. We would like to say a particular 

thankyou for the huge amount of time she spent preparing the paper work 

for our Assesment for the ADUK. 

You will be sadly missed Jayne but we hope you wonôt be a stranger and will come and visit us at 

our workshops from time to time. Thankyou also for continuing to train with your present client. We 

all wish you well in your new home and your new found leisure time.  

    Crufts  March 2010  

Dog AID attended Crufts 2010 to take part in the Parade of 

Members of Assistance Dogs UK in recognition of the work of all 

the assistance charities. Those attending were Guide Dogs for 

the Blind, Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, Canine Partners, Dogs for 

the Disabled and Support Dogs. Mandy Ireland and Wolfie rep-

resented Dog AID supported by Sandra Fraser and Jayne Har-

vey her trainer. Thankyou to Mandy and Wolfie for making the 

arduous journey we know you had and a special thankyou to 

Jayne for getting them  to full assistance level.  

 

Notification of Grant  

 

DogAID Spring Workshop sponsored by Staffs County Council  

 

The charity Dog A.I.D. (Assistance in Disability) held their Spring Training Workshop for clients and 

trainers at Avon Business and Leisure Centre, Cannock on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th April.  

Dog A.I.D. is a national voluntary organisation which provides specialised training for people with 

physical disabilities and their own pet dog.  

Following consultation and assistance from Bev Molloy of Chase Council Voluntary Service, a grant 

towards the cost of the workshop was kindly awarded by the Closing the Gaps for Communities 

Fund run by Staffordshire County Council; the charity would like to express their gratitude to both 

Bev and Staffs County Council. 

More information on Dog A.I.D. and the work that they do can be found on their website 

www.dogaid.org.uk  
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Fund Raising and Events  

Dog AID Fund Raising Committee Staffordshire.  

On Sunday April 18th  Dog A.I.D. attended The Chasewater Transport Show 

which was held in conjunction with Lichfield Agility Club and organised by Helen 

Tindall. All proceeds from the main event  were split between Air Ambulance 

and Dog AID. Dog AID received £40 plus £113 from collection boxes. The stand 

took £207.  Many thanks Helen for all your hard work in making the day a suc-

cess. Those attending were Sandra, Angela, Dave Marter, Sue Line and Sandie, Caroline Lewis and 

Jade, Erica and Alan Bennett  (who also provided the tombola and lucky dip items.)                             

Other funds raised elsewhere  

Calendars; we sold 100 calendars at £7-50 each.       Lowestoft College Dog Show  £150-50 

£1000 grant from Staffordshire County Council.         £107.64 Empty Cartridge Co.  

£45. 77 from  Caroline Lewis collection box.               £26.86 Kall Kwik collection box.  

Thankyou to those who donated goods for the April Workshop. Carol Aldridge made fleece tuggies.  

Thankyou to Carol Beaman for manning the shop which took £253-15  Erica and Alanôs raffle Ã36-50 

Thankyou to Delia Graham for donating her ópennyô collection which amounted to Ã24-90. The ca-

terers sold off surplus food £14-50 so including other donations the total was £334 -05 

Forthcoming Events by Cannock Fundraising Team  

June 6th  Hearing Dogs Summer Fayre. 11am-5pm The Grange, Saunderton Bucks HP27 9NS We  
would welcome help or support from any clients or trainers near enough to attend.  

Saturday 14th August -Summer Fayre, Avon Business & Leisure Centre Cannock.                                     
Saturday 30th October -Harry Potter / Halloween Disco, Avon Business & Leisure Centre Cannock.                   
Monday 18th October (provisional date) -Variety  Show, Prince of Wales Theatre, Cannock           
Saturday29th Jan, 2011 -60ôs, 70ôs and 80ôs Music Party, Avon Business & Leisure Centre Cannock 

 Dog AID Fund Raising South East  

Oct 4th PDSA Exemption Show  £72-50,                                                                                 

Oct 25th Boot Sale stand paid for by friends of Dog A.I.D. Sue&Chris Wells £173. Many thanks for 

your continued help and support.                                                                                          

Nov 7th St Edmunds Charity Market Beckenham £61.    Dec 1st Hextable Dog Club Raffle £53 ï90                                                                              

Dec 12th Erith Church Christmas Market £128-25.                                                                

March 20th PDSA Exemption show £66-70. plus £100 donation from an interested lady at the show.                                   

May 3rd Hextable May Fair £50.  Thankyou to those attending a very cold, wet and windy day. Trish 

from Hextable Dog Club with ôHave a Go Agilityô Mary, Carol, Marie and Midge on the stand and Al-

ison, Dereck and Karl Tompsett with Millie came to support us. Unfortunately we had to abandoned 

the event due to such bad weather.                                                                                                                                                  

 Forthcoming Events at Dog A.I.D. South East                                                                    

June 6th Erith Waterfront Charity Event.           June 13th English Groomers Challenge Swanley.   

June 27th Teston Park Dog Show, Maidstone.      July New Ash Green Summer Fayre.   

Sept 5th Midge and friends have entered the 5K Womens Challenge to be held in Hyde Park Lon-

don. See Dog A.I.D. website for sponsorship donations. 
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Dog A.I.D. Merchandise for Sale  

 

2009 Raffle Winners  

A very big thank you to all who took part in last years Raffle ï we raised the amazing sum of 

£379.00!  The draw was made on the evening of the Variety Show, 14 th November, and the winners 

were as follows: 

1st prize ï Overnight stay at the Birmingham North Ramada Hotel, won by A Warner 

2nd prize ï Photographic session and complimentary print, won by India 

3rd prize ï Hair Salon voucher, won by Jo Ely 

A further 12 prizes of Gym passes, massages, an oil painting, variety of meals out, whisky etc, were 

won by both our supporters and also visitors to the show, the furthest north being from Barrow in 

Furness. 

Car stickers,  wording is                      

Dog A.I.D. Supporter.       

£2 plus pp. 

Dog A.I.D. 

Bags £4-50 

Plus pp 

Cosy clickers 

£4-50 plus pp 

Iron on logos 

£2-80 plus pp 

Dog A.I.D. 

Bandannas    

£4-50 plus pp 

Road Refresher 

Bowl             

see page 15 

Pack 1 Pack 2   Pack 3 Pack 4 

Blank  greetings cards as shown below  £3-00 per pack plus pp. 

See enclosed order form for all Dog A.I.D. items shown 


