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Dog A.l.D. Notices and Information

Dog A.I.D. are committed to maintain a good quality assurance system, and have been delighted to acc
very kind offer from Bev Molloy at Chase CVEVS has donated a copy of t
has been developed by Tony Farley in partnership with Birmingham Voluntary Service Colingila
workbook to help voluntary, communityased organisations set up an effective quality assurance system, al
will be the first stage towards Dog A.I.D. instigating our own systehiie value of the folder is thought to be
around £125, and sincere thanks are given to Bev Molloy for this opportunity to move our chari
forward. Further books have also been given by Bev, notably Good Governance (A Code for the Volunt:
and Community Sector); The Essential Trustee; and also Voluntary but not Amateur (A guide to the law
voluntary organisations and community groups), this last one has a value of £8u0@hanks again for
these, all of which will be very useful during this period of rapid growth and beyond.

Minutes of AGM held Saturday 11" September 2010
at Kennel Club Building, Stoneleigh

1. Those present Trainers: Hazel Reynolds, Pam Simpson, Midge Walster, Carol Court, Angel

Woodhouse. Clients: Michelle Evans, Kate Ring, Caroline Edwards, Gina Ayling, Tamara Hancoc

Mandy Ireland, Janice Arthur, Amanda Coleman, Caroline Lewis. Others: Jenny Edwards, Victol

Evans, Dawn Dunn, James Gillday, Erica Bennett, Alan Bennett.

Apologieswere received from Rosie Pocock, Sue Line and Debbie Abbott

Minutes of 2009 AGMT accepted, proposed by Janice Arthur, seconded by Dave Marter

Chai r ma n 6was reael pub by iSandra Fraser, accepted, proposed by Janice Arthur and secon

by Dave Marter. Document attached

5. Treasurers Reportwas read out by Angela Woodhouse on behalf of Caroline Lewis. Report attache:
No questions raised

6. Election of Officers 1 All existing committee members agreed to stand again, this was agree
unanimously. Caroline Lewis stated that she would like to resign as Treasurer in a month or so. She
continue to work on the website. Amanda Coleman now becomes a full committee member (previou
co-opted). Angela Woodhouse will still stand as acting secretary, until a new officer is elected. As \
are currently unable to take nominations from the floor and no postal votes were received, it is propo
to change the constitution to allow nominations from the floor next year

7. Election of Committee Membersi 2 new committee members are expected to bepted to the
committee at the next meeting. James Gillday, Erica Bennett (secretary). Mr George Waddell may ¢
be joining to take over the Treasurer vacancy.

8.  Any Other Businessi

. Carol Court suggested that she could do a press release on the Isle of Wight where she lives
collaboration with her client Tamara Hancock. This would be to raise the profile of Dog A.l.D. Sh
asked if we had a press release which she could use. SF stated that as we do not have one, CC m:
to do her own and submit it to us for approval. It is recognised that one needs to be available and
should be worked on.
Some discussion was given to a Facebook page as members would like to discuss training issues e
was felt that the forum is the place to air these things, as it is moderated by a Dog A.I.D trainer. A
Facebook page should only be used to promote event awareness and fundraising ideas.
Caroline Edwards has offered to attend Chiswick Dog Show to promote our charity. Midge Walst
offered to go along to support.
Dave Marter wished to raise the issue of the fundraising committee possibly not being compliant w
t he const it utThe BxecutigesCommittee snhyadpm@omt ore or morecsabmittees
consisting of three or more members of the Executive Committee for the purpose of making any inq
or supervising or performing any function or duty which in the opinion of the Executive Committe
would be more conveniently undertaken or carried out by acsabm mi. Currendydthe FRC has one
such member. Sandra Fraser asked that this be an agenda item for the next meeting.

Hwn

Date of next meeting Monday 18 October, 10.30am. Venue; Chase room, Avon Business and Leisure Centre, Cannock

The meeting closed at 4.25pm



Page 3 Girl Mischka

My name is Mischka and | will be two on Octol
2nd. | love teasing my mentor Max who has besses
training me to take over from him, with the hel

of my master Mike and mistress Sheena.
As you can see | am a true poser and love to ¢
my favourite bone. | also love going away with
my family in the caravan.
My favourite task at the moment, is taking Miks¢
back to the car if he is feeling tired.
All he has to do isisk me to find the car. Mind
you the best bit is getting a reward for getting i
right".

Spring Workshop April 16th&17th 2011

Avon Business & Leisure Centre, Avon Rd, Cannock, Staffs. WS11 1LH

Off Lead Control.

The weekend will be based around;
Recall with distractions.
Down at a distance.
Long stay down off lead with distractions.

Walking with a dropped lead.

Clients requests If any client wishes to address a particular training issue we will work on this to
the benefit of all attending. Please let us know in advance so that we can prepare. Any training
exercise considered.

Training for Dog AID clients and trainers is free. Non Dog A.l.D. Members are welcome at the cost
of £30 per workshop day.
Contact Sandra Fraser on email clanfraser33@hotmail.com phone 01743 891314.
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Chairpersonés Report 2010

Wel come to the DOG A.I|l.D6s chairmanods r
as chairperson. | know they say that as you grow older time seems to speed up, |
just candét believe how fast this year h
seem to have packed so much into it' We have achieved many of the things we

set out to do at | ast yeards AGM, those
progress.

| have had tremendous support from a growing team. The committee has increased by one,
Amanda Coleman was co-opted earlier on in the year, and her IT knowledge has been invaluable.
More changes and additions are in the pipeline, so we will be stronger in number and in skills.
Janice Arthur who is a client from Barrow in Furness took on the role of Access coordinator and has
attended a meeting of the ADUK access committee. Many thanks to Janice for relieving me of this
task. If you have ANY access issues or good accounts to mention let Janice know, she will keep a
record of these so that statistics can be used for further education of certain service industries. She
will also deal with individual problems and make sure that where access should be allowed it is not
refused. For those of you who would like to give a door sticker to those shops and services who
welcome you and your dog please contact Janice.

The Fund Raising Committee have been hard at work all year with different events, most of these
will be reported in the next DOG A.l.D newsletter, but I must just mention 2 of the events, the Variety
Show last November which was a huge success Erica and a team of people including her husband
Alan and a friend Helen Tindall spent months on organising the show; and all the hard work that
went into the DOG A.I.D summer fair in August, most of this work was done by Erica Bennett, not
only did she organise the fair she got our new patron Steve Leonard of Wild life programmes on
television, to open the fair. We also had the local mayor visit us on the Day who was very interested
in what we do. All of which was reported in the local newspaper after a visit from a reporter. So a big
thank you Erica and of course her husband Alan and all those who gave their help and support

For forthcoming events please see the flyers in the hall.

We havenot finished with Erica yet, we also hav
was for our workshop in April, and was funded by Staffordshire County Council, Closing the Gaps
for Communities Fund 2009/10, then more money was allocated to DOG A.I.D for another project
that | will mention later, and this came from Staffordshire County Council, Community Wellbeing
Fund. So well done Erica!

The FRC South East have been working just as hard, they had an Autumn walk last September,
they have had stands at | ocal fairs and fetes,
dog club raffles and one of the committee members Carol Beaman had a garden party in July, the
most recent event was a 5K challenge in Hyde Park London which Midge Walster, Carol Beaman

and another friend took part in, the money for this is still being collected, but so far there is at least
£600 to come. In all they have raised almost £2000 for Dog Aid throughout the year for which we
thank them most gratefully.

Last September | talked about the need to improve our assessment process. Since then we have
had an Assessors workshop for trainers, this produced 7 more assessors to support Angela and 1.
We hope that in the future we will be able to meet the assessment needs with less delay.

Other areas of improvement have been in some of our paperwork, we have introduced workbooks
for both levels 1 and 2, and these seem to be working well. A lot of time and effort has gone into
these workbooks and | would like to thank those who have been involved, especially Midge whose
idea it was in the first place! We want to make more improvement in many other areas so we hope
you will be patient as we address these issues.



Training .

We have approximately 60 clients in training at present, some of which are attending our ne
class at Avon Road in Cannock, this pilot scheme has been funded from a local grant obtair
by Erica. It means that between 2 and 4 people have been able to access training that othe
would have been put on the waiting list for an available trainer. The success of this has mee
that we can offer anotheri24 places this October if funding is obtained, (Erica is on the job!)
Patron.

As mentioned earlier we have a new and pro active patron Steve Leonard who is a celebrity
Vet and TV presenter for the BBC, he is very interested in what DOG A.1.D do. We thank hir
for his contribution so far and look forward to meeting him at more of our events. You will be

able to see him yourself if you book a t|
November in Cannock.
Media.

DOG A.1.D had some great coverage in the Your Dog magazine in July, we appeared on 3
pages with some wonderful photos depicting the work of some of those dogs in training.
Thanks to those of you who gave your permission for that to take place. Our next coverage
should be in Dogs Today in a month or so time.

Dog AID would like to thank all our clients who tirelessly promote DOG A.I.D at every
opportunity.

In the year to come we are hoping to get funding enough to open our own office. This will
bring all paperwork under one roof. With the admin taken care of Angela and | will be able t
concentrate more on training. You will of course be kept up date when we move.

There will be more events to increase funds and raise our profile, this may include a stand ¢
Cruftds where we can promote the charity
| tds been a hectic first year,; | donoét e
t hat the charity now seems to have a o6f al
another, more trainers are attending workshops and getting to know one another, clients se
us their photos with pride and share their successes and achievements and are always willi
to help wherever they can.

Thank you for your continued support which makes our job worthwhile.

Sandra Fraser September 2010

Summer Raffle
Drawn after the AGM 11th September 2010

Our Summer Draw 2010 was a resounding success.

The prizes on offer included a holiday for 4 to Spain, Bungee Jump, Pet Portrait, theatre
tickets, pen set, jewellery and a whole variety of vouchers for admission to many different
attractions.
All 16 prizes were generously donated to us, to enable us to raise as much money as we
could.
All prizes have now been claimed, and a full list of prize winners is available from the office
upon receipt of a stamped addressed envelope.

We would like to thank all of you who bought tickets to support our very worthy cause.

The total collected will be revealed at a later date.
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Septemberl1&12th 2010 Workshop Report

The September Workshop was the biggest so far with 8 clients and 10 trainers. This is the first client and
trainer workshop held at Stoneleigh and facilities for the dogs were excellent. Covered secure car park, fel
off areas for off lead play and lots of space . On Saturday morning, after introducing the dogs to the new
environment and to each other the workshop began with basic lead walking. During the weekend behaviot
such as 6édown at a distancedé and food refusal w
On Sunday afternoon Angela led Rally 'O', this is becoming a regular fun way to end the workshop. It
incorporates behaviours that have been addressed during the weekend and shows clients that there are sy
that they can compete in with their dogs if they so wish.

Greeting behaviour, although not on the agenda

was requested by some of the clients and true t¢
our promise when the workshop is advertised, ||I

this was addressed . Sl

Moya pictured left and right, learning that the sit
position is more rewarding.

Left; the O6Amos Te | / k

Right; Kate and Dillon concentrating on the next)
move '

Left; Barney with that look that we all recognise!
6what do you want me

Right Amanda and Sheba on the Rally O circuit
achieving a O0sit

Left; Bramwell, Right; Wolfie.

Showing an excel
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About Asha And |
How we become part of Dog A.I.D plus the wondepebple we have met so far..

| am a newbie to Dog A.I.D. | had been given homework by my CPN (Who is

also known as my nutty nurse as she ¢
good sense of humouro!). My homewor k
dog, when | got home | put the laptop on and typed in service dogs. There seemec
to be around five main ones | think. So | began to phone them up, | explained to
each one that due to having spinal injury I am on crutches and after being muggec
On the Saturday of the Easter bank holiday this year, then mugged again on the
Friday after that, plus some very personal allegations that were made against my
hubby and daughter which once the police got involved the person who made the
allegation's told the police it was all made up as a joke. So things just got too mucl
| had reached the point that | couldn't even get out the house without getting panic
| attacks. One day my neighbours came out to see what all the commotion was. Me
.|l was on the floor rocking, crying, screamimgn d coul dndt even

~ | door. My neighbour phoned the doctors and hubby and | was then under the ment
health.

So as | explained to t he hwasnotddabledeboughi tli ewsa sl t
anotherthattheff don 6t deabd! wAbhbt mgr t g aeod ttrhd tn etr e neat orary e
saidthbaedd a waiting |ist and they are no taki
suitabl e for a s er.Bytoistimaldhgugh is it réallywerth catling DdagAhE?2 o

Sooowi t h baited brealNd woudr walitheniphdged irid spbke @ the A
lovely Midge Walster. WOW.....What a difference there was. Yes | am suitable but again there was a probl
My Westie was too old at seven and that Dog A.
A.1.D. | explained that this is what is going to stop me. | also explained that as a family we were going to ge
another dog once our Westie got to eight. Midge suggested to call the Labradoodle Trust so after lots of ca
to Auntie Barb, emails, form filling and travel, Asha and | were paired up. | also phoned my old dog trainer
Clair Wellstead. Explained what was going on and would she join Dog A.l.D with me. Guess whatSshe is.
Claire came on board.

As | was given this chance through Dog A.I.D | felt that | wanted to give back all that | could so when ever t
Labaradoodle Trust have a show or stand | try to promote Dog AThix. meant that | was now in a lot more
contact with Midge. When | was returning the Dog A.1.D stand from promoting awareness at the Labradooc
Annual Show. Midge told me there was going to be a workshop in September, to call Sandra Fraser. | phot
Sandra straight away when | got back home so | could book a place.

On the 6th August the email came through for bag A.l.D Workshop that was being held on 11th &
12th September 2010 at The Kennel Club Building, Stoneleigh, Coventry. We also had a list for
accommodationlocal to the venue, itinerary and consent forms. At first | was so excited as this meant the
beginning for me to start regaining my life back, with the help from Dog A.l.D, Claire and Asha of course.

The days went by and it was suddenly a week and
stay. My trainer sadly could not make the course so it meant | had to go on my own. The thought of stayinc
a hotel on my own was just too much to bare. So

us pleaseo? As the days went on there were no r
September | got a personal message come through from someone who lived about 25 minutes drive away
will call him Mr Doodley, Yes | am saved. That was how it felt to me.

So the car was packed and Asha and | were all ready to go. Hubby was held back a work and | cou

feel myself going to the panic state. As soon as he walked through the door we were off. | got to our good
friend Mr Doodley who was great he played with Asha.

éé. Continued on
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Continued from previous pageééeée. ..

The next day we |l eft early so | could all ow
typed the post code into the sat nav, ,followed the direction and got lost due to having the wrong post code
| then flashed down some poor delivery van aski
HEREO he | aughed at his own joke and then gave

Asha never got her walk as we got there just in time.

Asha has a sedielt harness so sits next to me. As we were instructed to leave the dogs in the car to
start with | got Asha to sit in her cage in the boot. | opened the windows but felt uneasy leaving her in the ¢
even though the car park was covered, so the car was in the shade and it was still early in the morning | di
feel good about it. | saw a lovely lady and her hubby who asked if | was there for Dog A.I.D and did | know
where to go. Answer yes for the first but not sure for the second. So we all walked together to the BIG builc
ing in-front of us, and we were in the right place. The gentleman asked if | found it OK, | laughed and said r
he said that he looked up the address before hand and realised last night the post code given was incorrec
have to say that looking back on that | am pleased that it was as it was a great ice breaker to get us all cha
So thank you.

Once it seemed that most of us were there we were asked to bring our
dogs in one at a time. Starting with me.(Gulp) Just as | was on my way ou
a lady who had just arrlved was coming in, She had a wonderful Golden

that it would be best to keep the doods separate as they done the typical
dood meet. Stretched out front paws, bottoms in air waggy tail then act
like Zebedee bouncing up and down. Other dogs sniff each others bottom:
~ | doods don't. So Asha and | moved places to restore the calm.

Then the training began. | had done clicker training before but | was
stunned at how quickly all the dogs grasped what to do. Sandra was in-
structing us how to do things, she didn't just say do this and do that but sh
talked us through step by step whilst demonstrating with a dog. Another
great aspect that really hit home to me was more the instructions of what NOT to do and why. It really help
me to understand why you shouldn't do things. F
muzzle and think dangerous dog. This has resulted in me throwing out the Halti (Head Collar) plus how to
walk the dog by your side with no pulling. | was amazed at how much | have learned over this weekend.

The exercises that we covered was lead work, down at a distance, food refusal, targeting and stopp
the dog jumping up. We had coffee breaks so we could talk to each other, cooked lunch on both days whic
was scrummy. | am now addicted to apple crumble but it is not as good as the one we had on this weeken

The weekend went so fast, and | learned so much. | feel so privileged to meet so many fantastic pec
The trainers that came with their clients all shared their knowledge as well, clients including myself felt at
ease, everyone respected each others views. There was also a sale stand there which had really fab items
Midges clickers are WOW!! Mine is on me at all times apart from bath and in bed.

On Sunday phone numbers and emails were exchanged between us, one lady said at the next training wet
we can share a room with her so | am not in the same situation as | was in this time. | actually got in my ca
and drove down the road parked up and cried. Why? Because | had met incredibly sincere people who ma
weekend of dreaded fear, so enjoyable, it has left me feeling more confident, more knowledgeable and mo
hopeful. Il now realise that there are others wh
for them, but we all shared one great thing in the world understanding of what we are all faced with and sh:
ing how we deal with things.

| personally want to say a BIG THANKOU t o Dog A.1 . D how would | ra
There is no number high enough!. So i f you hear
please do, they are indescribable even though | have BiedCaz ( Caroline) Edwards



Level One Good Companion
Alison Tompsett and Millie. Amanda Coleman and Sheba.
Shah Rashid and Teddy. Emilie Clack and Mia.
Catherine Parmenter and Blake. Remini Capel and Marley.

Level Two Advanced Good Companions
Michelle Evans and Amos. Anita Castellini and George.
Emilie Clack and Mia.

Assistance Dog Level Three, Final Certificate
Janice Arthor and Barney. Carol Aldridge and Amber
Trudy Barker and Meg. Nina Burgess and Becca
Sarah Whelan and Lottie

3 3

Wishing you a speedy recovery!

We would like to send our best wishes for a speedy recovery to Sue Line who unfor
broke her leg getting out of the car on arrival at the September Workshop.

We are all thinking of you Sue.

Although Sue is a client she was at the workshop in her capacity as a caterer. She
sister Chris and grandson Luke provide our scrumptious lunches .
They do this on a voluntary basis only charging DA for the food.

most royally fed. A big thank you to Luke for all he did.

unat

ano

The accident left Luke to soldier on alone so with the help of Alan Bennet and others we wi
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Fund Raising Staffordshire

Staffordshire Cares:
Communi

Wellbeing

Fund

taffordshire

Starrords:
County Council

Grants
We were thrilled to receive a grant of £993.75 from the Staffordshire Cares: Community
Wellbeing Fund in August of this year.

The Grant is to assist us in delivering a pilot project encompassing dog training for physically disableq
reducing isolation and increasing independence, covering 15 weeks of training.
These classes have been running at Avon Business and Leisure Centre in Cannock on selected Mon
afternoons, and have proved to be of great benefit to those clients able to attend.It is hoped that the t
will continue if further funding can be found®ur thanks go to Shelley Davis, Health Development Office
Community Services Social Care and Health who facilitated the grant.

)

r

D
L

A surprise grant of £300 was received from the Sheila Whitley Trust, of Telford in Shropshire.
Their aim is to give financial support to any charitable purpose or purposes organisation or organisati
any part of the world broadly concerned with the welfare or treatment of:

a) sick or disabled or handicapped persons of all ages

b) the aged

c) persons who are in distress by means of poverty or reduced circumstances

d) merchant seaman of all ranks and ratings.
Grants are usually given on a eok basis and our cheque arrived in June of this yBascussions are still
taking place regarding how best to spend this money to benefit our clients.
We would like to express our thanks and gratitude to the trustees of the Sheila Whitley Trust.

Dog A.l.D. Summer Fair The Twilly Memorial
{ Cannock Fundraising
Branch held their
Summer Fair in August
Sadly the British

= Weather was against

I them, so the turout
[ Was much less than

— expected. The fair was
opened with the inimitable humour of Steve Leona

our patron, veterinary surgeon and TV wildlife

Dog A.1.D. was one of the beneficiaries of THe 5
Twilly Memorial Companion Dog Show, held in
Staffordshire on August Bank Holiday Monday,
organised by Yvonne Cox and Darren Yourdne
weather was fabulous; Erica and Alan Bennett we
along to support the event and helped raise funds
the nominated charities, namely Dog A.l.D. and th
rAnimal Health Trust.There were 4 judging rings al
of which were very busy throughout the day; not

presenter. Those who did attend were treated to li
music by The Wozettes, featuring Caroline and Lyj
with many games and sigbows available
throughout the dayThe fun pet dog show was a gr
attraction, with the various classes being judged b
Steve LeonardThere was a special B®irthday
appearance by The Studebaker, a unique 1950
American fire engine, owned by our local voluntee
Helen Tindill and her father AlbertMany thanks to
them both for bringing the
engine (complete with ,
polish and dusters!) along;
many were seen to be
grabbing a picture by the
side of it

aurprising really as Yvonne and Darren had been
drated Kennel Club Companion Dog Show Organis
of the Year 2009, and we have to say that their
catganisation of the day was just superb. Erica and
yAlan took along the Dog A.I.D. stand to promote
awareness, and held a sale of local produce (hard
fuchsia cuttings grown by Erica and plums and

rIcherries O0scrumpedo fr
their full knowledge of course!Yhese few things

alone raised £130.00 for Dog A.l.D. and we have \
to learn what the overall donation from the show W
be; watch this space in the Spring newsletter

Fund raising aro
£208 from Angela Pitmans F

und the Country.
ido Dog Training School Fun Day,

adu

day

ainin
rat

ons ir

nt

for

e

ers

oOm

yet
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS BY DOG A.I.D.
All proceeds to Dog A.I.D.

(— |

HARRY POTTER HALLOWEEN

DISCQO!
SATURDAY 30" OCTOBER
7.307 MIDNIGHT

FANCY DRESS OPTIONAL

AN EVENING WITH STEVE LEONARD
TV WILDLIFE PRESENTER & VET
SATURDAY 20™ NOVEMBER 7.30- 10pm
FULL BAR AVAILABLE
VENUE: AVON BUSINESS AND LEISURE CENTRE
Next to Asda)
AVON ROAD, CANNOCK
£10(£8 CONCESSIONS

600S, 7008, 8006S DI SC
SATURDAY 29™ JANUARY 2011
7.3071 MIDNIGHT
*SPOT PRIZES**
FULL BAR AVAILABLE
VENUE: AVON BUSINESS AND LEISURE CENTRE
(Next to Asda)
AVON ROAD, CANNOCK£10 INCLUDING SUPPER .

MAY DAY FAIR
MONDAY 2"° MAY 2011
VENUE: AVON BUSINESS AND LEISURE CENTRE (Next to Asda)
AVON ROAD, CANNOCK.
MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW

More information and tickets are available from Erica or Alan on

01543 270026 erica@dogaid.org.uk
TICKETS ALSO FROM RECEPTION AT AVON BUSINESS AND LEISURE CENTRE

01543 503163
Dog A.1.D. Assistance in Disability. Registered Charity no. 1098619



